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Welcome

Moving to secondary school is a big 
step. We appreciate that whilst this 
can be incredibly exciting it can also 
be a time when you may feel a little 
nervous or have lots of questions 
about what will happen when you 
step through the school doors on 
your first day.

We hope that this booklet will 
answer any questions or worries you 
may have, as well as give you some 
top tips on the best food to look out 
for in the canteen and places to 
relax and spend time with your 
friends during social time. 

Although we were unable to hold 
our traditional transition events this 
year, we cannot wait to welcome 
you in September as new students 
of Beacon Academy.



Hello to all of you soon to be Year 7s!

Before you dive on into this booklet, we’ll give you a quick overview: this booklet contains 
all of the information you’ll need to know for when you come to Beacon. Even though you 
haven’t been able to have your transition days, this is the next best thing and we hope this 
helps! In this we will talk about everything from food and clubs, to homework and worry 
busters. Anything you need to know? We’ve got you covered!

But you might be thinking “Who on earth has written this booklet?”. Its us! The Student 
Leadership Team. Our role is to represent student voice and help make changes to the 
school for students by students. So, in the future, if you have any ideas (anything at all) just 
let us know! No idea will be ignored, regardless of what year you are in, you will always 
have a voice at Beacon. And you never know, you could be in our position in a few years! 

As a team we wrote this booklet so that you could hear from us, your fellow students about 
life at Beacon Academy. We understand that coming into a new school can seem scary, 
trust me, we’ve all been there. But we just wanted to reassure you that it’s not as scary as 
it may seem! You get used to life a Beacon really quickly, you will make loads of new friends 
and you have so much more freedom!

On a final note, we look forward to seeing you all in September! And remember, if you 
need any help, feel free to ask one of us (the Student Leadership Team)! There are nine of 
us and you can identify us by our silver ties.

We hope this helps and we can’t wait to meet you all!
Orla Harris (Head Student) and the rest of the Student Leadership Team :)

Meet Our Student Leadership Team

The Student Leadership Team is made up of a group of Year 10 students who apply for their
respective roles by writing a letter to Ms Robinson and sitting an interview with several
members of staff.

Over the years, our Student Leadership Teams have achieved so much. They have attended
Parliament to learn more about the government and address questions to MPs, they have
campaigned for a better environment through leading tutor activities and litter picks and,
most recently, they have kept up morale with weekly newsletters for students during
lockdown.

The main role of the Student Leadership Team is to act as a voice for students. They are all
very friendly and approachable and can be identified by their silver ties. So, if you ever have a
question or need advice from an older student, they would be great people to approach!

Every year we look forward to welcoming our new Student Leadership Team to work with us,
maybe when you are in Year 10 it could be you!

Photo left to right: Yasmine, Libby, Maisie, Orla, Ethan, Sophie, Boris, Charlie, Bethany



Staff Interviews
Ms Robinson, Headteacher
Can you remember your first day of secondary school? If yes, do you 
remember anything significant/enjoyable?
I can remember feeling a mixture of apprehension and excitement. There 
were a few of my friends from my primary school who were also going to the 
same school – that made the move easier.

Were there any worries that you were wrong about?

Mrs Bodman,  Head of Year 7
Can you remember your first day of secondary school? If yes, 
do you remember anything significant/enjoyable?
I remember my first day at secondary school really well. It felt 
like I was the first person to arrive (I might not have been) as I 
remember walking around the building on my own and 
everything seemed so big and dark. I met another new Year 7 
and we walked around together – we still keep in touch today!

Other than the fact that at the time I was fairly shy, I do not think I worried that much. I was lucky to 
have some people I knew from my primary school with me. To overcome any worries, I put myself 
forward quite early on in Year 7, to be the equivalent of what are our student ambassadors at Beacon 
Academy. Like our school now, my secondary school at the time needed students to show visitors 
around for the open events. I had to show adults and children round my school, which was a new 
experience at 12 years old. I think that definitely helped me to build my confidence fairly swiftly. What 
also helped to overcome any anxieties that I may have had, was that as I was always (and still am) in to a 
lot of sport so I joined sports clubs and teams early and this helped me to meet people who were from 
other primary schools, or in other year groups as well.

Do you have any favourite memories you made during your time at secondary school?
I liked the fact that I could walk to school and also that I had a good balance of friends, school work and 
sport most of the time.

Any advice for the first day?
In no particular order:
1. Stay true to who you are – know your own mind, trust it and always try to be yourself.
2. Try not to rush in to things - take your time to listen to the right people and to find your feet.
3. Never be afraid to ask any questions – they are never too small to ask and there is always likely to be 
someone who is wanting to ask it too!
4. Be in the right place at the right time, doing the right thing academically, socially and in terms of your 
own and others well-being and you cannot go far wrong.

Finally, did you have a favourite subject?
I loved Physical Education, English, History, Photography and Sociology. I went on to study my top two, 
Physical Education and English at university.

Were there any worries that you were wrong about?
Everything! I did not know anybody going to my school as I was the only one going from 
my primary school. I thought I would not make any friends, I thought I would hate it, I 
thought I would never find my way around. I very quickly made new friends, found my 
way around the school with ease and spent 7 years at the school loving my time there.

Do you have any favourite memories you made during your time at secondary school?
I took a full role in anything I could at secondary school. I was very sporty so I played for 
every sports team I could so I have fond memories of travelling in the minibus on the 
way to fixtures. We had a leavers assembly at the end of Year 13 and reflecting back on 
the times I had spent there and the people I shared those memories with I will never 
forget.

Any advice for the first day?
Remember everyone has worries when moving to secondary school – they just may not 
be showing their worries. It’s very normal to feel a mixture of worry and excitement. 
Talk to someone if you are not ok! Try and enjoy your day.

Finally did you have a favourite subject?
Physical Education – PE was my world when I was at school and everything I did 
revolved around PE. As I have said I played for every sports team and my PE teachers 
were fantastic role models for me and definitely played a part in inspiring me to 
become a PE teacher. I am still in touch with one of them now!



Get to know our school

Click here to explore Beacon 
Academy in more detail!

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/admin/beacon-academy-beeches-year-6-7-site-map-july-2020-new-resized.pdf


A Day in the Life of a Beacon Academy Student
My First Day At Beacon: Ethan Simm, Head Student

During lockdown I really missed school. That might sound like a normal thing to
say, but not for me. Beacon was unfortunately not my first secondary school; I
joined half way through Year 8 having had bad experiences elsewhere and
genuinely believed I would never go back to school. If I were to go back to Year
8 me and say all that I would achieve at Beacon and how happy I would be, I’m
not sure I would have believed you! My first lesson at Beacon was English,
which was absolutely amazing! My teacher at the time, Miss Richardson,
created an environment that was safe, supportive and inclusive. I felt safe.

I got lost a lot! Which, was actually fine. One thing to remember is that we all
get lost - I still do sometimes! Older students genuinely look out for Year 7 and
often ask “Hey do you know where you’re going?” and you can always ask the
staff that are around the site.

I’m sure you’ve had a family member who was trying to be reassuring say,
“Don’t worry you’re all in the same boat” … But it is true you’re all going to be
a bit nervous but soon Beacon will not just be a school, it will become your
community and we are all looking forward to welcoming you into it.

The School Day:

8:40am Tutor Time
9:00am Lesson One
10:05am: Lesson Two
11:05am: Break (from 11:00am for Year 7 in Terms 1 and 2)
11:30am: Lesson Three
12:35pm: Lesson Four
1:35pm: Lunch (from 1:30pm for Year 7 all year)
2:10pm: Lesson Five
3:10pm: End of school day (from 3:05pm for Year 7 in Term 1)

My First Day At Beacon: Boris Tsonev, Prefect
As far as I remember, my first day was very calm and everything went exactly to plan. 
The staff were very helpful and my tutor showed us around the school and taught us 
about the most important sections of the school at the beginning of the day. 

I really liked that other year groups came in at 10am, meaning that we had the school 
to ourselves at the start of the morning in order to settle in. My biggest worry was 
that secondary school teachers would be very scary and intimidating, and that they 
would immediately set us loads of homework. However, everyone was extremely 
friendly and all teachers gave us a few days to settle in before setting proper 
homework. 

I spent my day with my friends and together we managed to find our way around the 
school. I definitely did not forget to visit the cafeteria at lunch time, and as it was my 
first day, the food made a huge impression on me as it was absolutely scrumptious.

My First Day At Beacon: Bethany Russell, Prefect
I remember my first day at Beacon quite clearly – I had my tutor session where I was introduced to
the planners we use and they explained the misdemeanour system (which I promise is not scary at
all) and where I was told how our timetables work, they can be a bit confusing at first but I can
assure you they will make sense. I was then told about my lessons that day. English, Maths and
Science.
I was guided through the school by teachers and students who were very helpful. If you ask for
help on where to go it won’t be refused. At first, the school does look very big and scary but once
you’ve had your first few lessons, the size of the school shrinks.
I think my favourite part of the whole day was the food! This was the day I was introduced to
school cheese straws and have been converted since! One thing that is very helpful as you get to
grips with things is the Year 7 only areas. It’s comforting to know you have your own space. Me
and the rest of Student Leadership Team (the ones with the fancy silver ties) are there to offer
support along with Student Support. See you in September!



Best Places To Hang Out

If you are in Year 7, there is definitely a wide variety of places to choose from in 
which to hangout. Having experienced what it’s like to be a new Year 7 I know that 
can be rather frightening having to be around older year groups during social time. 
However, Beacon provides many places which are only for Year 7s in order to make 
you feel as comfortable as possible and give you time to settle in. These include: 

Year 7 Play Area - this area is full of climbing frames and facilities which are suitable 
for physical activities. The Year 7 play area also has a patch of field which is suitable 
for playing football or running around with your friends. However, food is not allowed 
to be eaten in the play area.

Year 7 Quiet Area- this area is enclosed with trees and is scattered with comfortable 
benches. It is perfect for having a quiet lunch with your friends or reading a book. It is 
right next to the Year 7 play area so if you get bored you can run straight to the 
climbing frames and let out some energy.

Although toilets are obviously not a place in which to hangout, Year 7s are provided 
with toilets that are out of bounds for other year groups. These toilets are located in 
the Art & Technology Block, in which all Year 7 tutor rooms are located. 

The Year 7 play and quiet area are only for Year 7s. However, there are many other 
places around the school to hangout which are suitable for younger year groups. For 
example, Café Beech is an indoor space in which the main cafeteria is located. It is full 
of spacious chairs and tables which can fit large friend groups. Another area suitable 
for Year 7s is by the outdoor Pasta Shack. This area is outside but provides a shelter 
from rain or bad weather in general. This area is equipped with many benches and 
tables which can also fit large friend groups. 

All year, Year 7s will be able to go out to lunch time 5 minutes before the rest of the 
school, and break times for Terms 1 and 2. This provides them with enough time to 
get food and avoid the large masses of older year groups coming out of lessons. 

Social Time Bon Appetit! Food To Look Out For!

The myth of school food not being tasty is definitely 
NOT true here at Beacon! Here are some of our 

favourite things to buy at break or lunch.

Pasta Shack:
My favourite food from the Pasta Shack is the Bolognese 
pasta with fusilli (small swirls of pasta) pasta. I don’t really 
have much words to describe it except for it is absolutely 
delicious. 

Cold Food:
My favourite place to buy food is cold food! There is a 
delicious salad bar, filled with a whole range of food, from 
tomatoes and lettuce to potatoes and boiled eggs. There is 
also a selection of cold sandwiches and baguettes, as well 
as the hot meal and dessert of the day. My favourite thing 
in cold food is probably the salad bar, closely followed by 
the cheese baguette. 

Café Beech:
My absolute favourite food from the main cafeteria in Café 
Beech is the bacon rolls. I have them mostly everyday of 
the week. The baguette is always crispy on the outside and 
soft on the inside and the bacon is always perfectly cooked 
so it’s not too crispy but not too soft. Another item of food 
that I also love is the breakfast wrap. The breakfast wrap is 
bacon, cheese and scrambled egg, all wrapped with a thin 
tortilla. I also have these mostly everyday of the week as 
they are totally delicious. 



Homework – is it as scary as it sounds?

Remember, homework is there to help you in your learning, not to catch 
you out! Here are a few tips that you may find helpful:
- It is really important to have a good working space and routine. If 

possible, try and set aside an area like a table or desk where you can 
work - it would probably be a good idea to make sure you have access 
to internet so you can load Edulink. Another thing I found helpful was 
having a separate pencil case for working at home so I wasn’t using my 
school pencil case for homework and then forgetting it the next day! 

- If you struggle to work at home there is a homework club available at 
Beacon. There are also keep-ups held for some subjects (e.g. Maths) 
where there’s a subject teacher to help with any specific problems.

- If you are stuck on a piece of homework or worried you won’t be able 
to complete it, don’t be afraid to ask your teacher. Either find them in 
school the next day or send them an email via your school email (this 
will be explained later in the booklet) – trust me they don’t bite! 
However, always remember to ask for advice a few days BEFORE the 
homework is due in – that way you aren’t pushed for time and the 
teachers can deal with it a lot easier. You can also go to Student 
Support if you are struggling with the workload.

- Finally, you must hand you homework in to your teacher in the lesson 
on the day it’s due. If you need a printer and you haven’t got one, 
there are printers in school which you can use but DON’T leave this to 
the last minute! If you do your homework but forget, tell your teacher 
before the lesson and be honest. Most teachers will allow you to hand 
it in before tutor the next morning if they know you are normally very 
good at doing all your work on time.

Here is the 
messaging icon. 

This is where 
you receive 

messages and 
alerts when 

pieces of 
homework are 

set by your 
teachers.

This is the homework 
icon where all your 

homework is displayed. 
You can also set 

yourself homework for 
personal reminders or 
extra pieces or work. 

These are personal and 
can only be seen by 

you.

Green = completed
Grey = need to complete

Any homework is set on Edulink, an online website/app that teachers use to 
post different tasks. To view your homework you click on the “Homework” icon 
as shown below. There you can check off the tasks which are then displayed in 
a different colour so it is a really visual way of seeing what’s left to complete. 

Most teachers will also mention the homework in a lesson before they set 
online so if you want to you can jot it down in your planner so you don’t forget!

I know that when I came to Beacon, I was worried about the amount of homework I would 
receive but don’t worry, it’s really not that bad. You will have limited homework up until 

Christmas to help you settle in and will always have a week to complete what is set.



What should I pack in my bag?

Remember to always pack your bag the night before school

Student Planner

PE Kit (on PE Days)

Reading Book

Correct Equipment
Bus Pass?

Coat AND Blazer

Packed Lunch/ Money

House key?



Worry Busters
It is absolutely normal to feel nervous or a little worried about starting a new 

school. So, we got our Wellbeing Ambassadors to answer some common 
concerns people may have about starting secondary school.

For more FAQs check out the transition portal. 
"What should I do when it is busy in the corridors?"

If you are worried about it being busy in the corridors, here are some tips to help you:

Firstly, keep to the left. Following this rule will guarantee that the corridors are less 
congested. If anyone is purposefully blocking the corridors, let someone know. Head to 
lessons a bit early, because then you are less likely to get stuck. Also, going with a friend 
can ensure you feel safer and more confident in the corridors. If you are still unsure and 
need more help and advice, just speak to a wellbeing ambassador.

“I’m worried I won’t be able to keep up with homework”

Don’t worry! I think this is what a lot of us were nervous about when joining Beacon. 
All of the teachers are so supportive and know that we won’t have done lots of 
homework before.  You get eased in with a reduced homework timetable and this is 
gradually increased over the year.

The most important thing is to talk to your teachers if you are worried about deadlines. 
So long as you are honest and speak to them in before the day homework is due in 
they are really supportive and understanding.

“Do I have to wear my blazer when I get really hot?”

Don’t worry about the blazers – they’re actually really handy, the pockets can 
store so much! However, it can get hot sometimes especially in full 
classrooms. If you ask your teacher during a lesson if you can take it off they 
will never say ‘no’. You just have to remember to put it back on when you 
leave the classroom!

When it gets really hot in the summer (like in a heatwave) a communication 
is sent home saying that it is okay to not bring your blazers in to school. 
However, if this hasn’t happened you must always bring in your blazer, 
otherwise you will be lent a spare one from school.

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/perch/resources/year-6-into-year-7-transition-faqs-april-2020.pdf


I’m worried about detentions
Now, we know you are all going to be a brilliant year group and detentions won’t be 
a problem! But, as students who were once in Year 7, we know that it was one of the 
things that worried us the most when moving to secondary school – so we thought 

we would debunk a few myths about detentions!

MYTH: Teachers will not listen to why something might have happened.
At Beacon we have a great Student Support team who will listen and help you with every need. Not 
only that but the teachers are all really kind and understanding. You get a tutor who you see every 
morning and they are a great person to go to if you are worried about anything.

MYTH: I will get a detention for being a tiny bit late to a lesson.
Everyone completely understands it takes a bit of time to learn where your classes are when you join 
Beacon, so don’t worry! Also, between lessons there is always a five minute gap to give you plenty of 
time to get to where you need to go.

MYTH – I will get a detention if I complete my homework but forget it.
I know some students may use “oh I forgot it at home” as an excuse but teachers are good with 
knowing if you’re telling the truth and telling you to hand it in the next day. The best thing is to talk to 
your teacher BEFORE the lesson your homework is due – teachers will respect that and know if you 
have been reliable with homework before.

MYTH: You will get a detention for forgetting your pen.
This would never happen, you would most likely get a misdemeanour (these are checked by your tutor) 
but to avoid that make sure you bring spares.

MYTH: There are loads of tests.
Although you get tested at Beacon it is just to make sure every student is learning and coping with the 
content taught in lesson and, even then, it’s not too often.

MYTH: You have to do so much homework.
Yes, you do get homework but not masses. In Year 7 you will gradually be introduced to the homework 
system and the teachers will set what they believe is comfortable for you and your ability.



Student Support

Student support at Beacon can be found almost everywhere. 

All of the staff at Beacon are there to help you, however sometimes the help you might need is not 
always academic. If this is the case, you can speak to a number of people. Firstly, you might like to 
talk to your tutor, who will probably know you best as they spend every morning with you. If you 
cannot find your tutor during the day or you need to speak to someone quickly, another person 
you can speak to is your Assistant Head of Year, who for Year 7 is Miss McCormack. You can find 
Miss McCormack in Student Support, which is one of the first places I could locate when I started 
Beacon, as it is so near the Café Beech (the canteen). 

Assistant Heads of Year are non-teaching staff, and so are always available to talk to about 
anything, from feeling worried about homework or a friendship, to reporting something someone 
has said if it makes you or someone else uncomfortable or upset. If this is the case, it will get dealt 
with extremely quickly, I promise. Finally, if the day becomes too overwhelming or you just need a 
little time alone at break or lunch, the Wellbeing Room is open, where you can take a moment to 
take some deep breaths or talk to a Mental Health First Aider, who have had specific training for 
supporting your mental health and wellbeing. 

One of our Head Students, Ethan, joined the school in Year 8, and 
although you are all starting in Year 7, this is what he says about 
the support systems put in place for new students:

“When I joined Beacon in Year 8, I was scared and broken from my 
previous school. Through the help of the pastoral staff at Beacon 
we worked together to get me back in. 

They never made me do anything I didn't want to and it was so 
amazing to have a team of staff that really cared about me and 
were ambitious for me to succeed in school. I genuinely don't know 
what I would be like today if it wasn't for those staff at Beacon. 

Before the help of the Student Support team I couldn't even put on 
my school uniform and now I am proud to represent a school that 
completely turned my life around. I encourage you to have no 
hesitation in talking to your tutor, Head of Year, Assistant Head of 
Year, or mental health first aider about any problems you have as 
they are truly incredible and are there to help you.”



Learning Development 

Hello there! My name is Sam and I was a Year 11 student who was also part 
of the 2019-2020 Student Leadership Team. While I was a student at 
Beacon I was grateful for the fantastic support I received from LD.

As a student, I had issues with my handwriting. Because of this, I was able 
to get permission from the team in LD to use a laptop within lessons and 
exams. If the 2020 exam season were to have gone ahead it would have 
improved my performance within them, as it did in my mocks.

Of course, Learning Development deals in far more areas than I have 
mentioned. At break and lunchtime, they run a club called “Worry Busters”, 
open to all years as a space to speak to staff about issues they are having at 
school. I personally attended these and it really did help those who went. 

My final word is that, if you have any problems with learning in any 
capacity, LD will help you in every way they can. They are that good. Beacon 
wants to have an equal learning environment where no one is left in a 
position where they will underachieve, take it from me! 

Mrs T Moodie
SENCo

Ms K Evans
Assistant SENCo

Miss J Andrews
Year 7 SEND Co-ordinator

Learning Development 

‘I like being a part of the break time group, it helped me make friends at the beginning of 
year 7.’ –Feedback from a current SEND Year 7 about our KS3 well-being support group. 

‘I got more homework at Beacon, going to the homework club helped me with it all.’ –
Feedback from a current SEND Year 7 about our department homework club

Just outside of Student Support is a bench that serves as a 
quiet area, and is frequently staffed by a member of LD, 
making it a safe space for anyone. I spent most of my time 
here at breaks and lunches as I felt much safer and happier.  

In the LD office there are around 6 computers that can be 
used by students to complete work under the supervision of 
specific LD staff who individually support year groups, 
especially useful if your behind on homework! Staff members 
in LD are extremely friendly to anyone who needs help. 

Quiet Area



School is so much more than just lessons!
If you are excited to know what clubs we offer at Beacon you can check 

them out here. We have everything from sports, the arts and  gardening to 
languages, developing your identity and making your voice heard!

Here a few examples of why students enjoy attending their clubs so much.

Diversity Club

Diversity club is run on a Thursday at lunchtime and is a safe inclusive 
place for all students. With snacks crafts and discussions it is a 

positive and non-judgmental place to be. Diversity club is one of my 
highlights of the week to be able to meet likeminded people and truly 

be yourself it is a much-appreciated club used by all year groups.

Drama Club
If you like acting or are interested in lighting or costume or any aspect of theatre, it’s a 
really great place to go to. In small groups you will rehearse a short play and eventually 
perform it on the stage. I really recommend it as it’s a fun way to meet new people and 

learn a bit about drama productions!

Debate Club

I absolutely love attending ‘The Last Word’ - also known as 
Debate Club! We are taught how to successfully craft an 

argument and cover loads of real life and topical issues. I’ve 
made friends through this club as well as learning more about 

politics .

Football  Club
Football is a great way to make new friends and get to know 

people in other years – we don’t get to just play at Beacon, we get 
to visit and play against other schools too! There are loads of 

other sport clubs if football isn’t your favourite – Beacon is a great 
place to try something different and find a new sport you enjoy!

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/students/enrichment.php


Online Transition Portal
Remember, if you have any questions or are worried about anything you 

can find the most up to date information on our online portal – from ways 
to contact staff to what the school day looks like to helpful advice from 

our current Year 7 students! Just click here! 

http://www.beacon-academy.org/web/join-us/year-6-into-7-transition-portal.php


Puzzle Time! 

Take a photo of your completed puzzles and send to Miss Miller 
(L.Miller@beacon-academy.org)  to be entered into a raffle draw for a prize!

The Beacon Word Search!

http://beacon-academy.org

