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Welcome to the first issue of 
The Beacon Bugle!
A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR…

Hi! Welcome to the first of (hopefully) many issues of The 
Beacon Bugle. This issue is packed with interesting stories, 
from the wildfires across the globe to styling your Summer 
wardrobe during Autumn. 
If you would like to write for The Beacon Bugle please let 
us know! Whatever you would like to write we can 
accommodate your style and we welcome new additions 
to the team. 
Thanks for reading and supporting your school newspaper. 
Jasmine :) 



ENTERTAINMENT 
Why Does Everyone Hate Industry Plants? By Maddy Isaacson

For musicians and music enjoyers alike, there is one 
section of the music community that often gets mixed 
or strong responses. 
Since the early 2010s, industry plants have been the 
subject of much debate.  Some are even going as far as 
to attribute the death of home-grown musicians and 
original music to said groups. While there is still much 
discourse to this day about the exact meaning on an 
‘industry plant’, it is generally considered to be a 
musician or group of musicians that claim to be self-
made and independent.

While this seems to be a genuine issue in today’s 
musical landscape, what exactly warrants an industry 
plant and why can they be so problematic when 
considering the struggle of small artists? 

Whilst the offered definition of an industry plant 
demonstrates a ‘’self-made’’ aspect, said musician is, in 
fact, backed by either a major or indie label company 
that ensures a successful career and fanbase. These 
artists are often shaped by large record labels to 
produce popular music with a likeable style and 
relevant personality to ensure their success. Many 
industry plants can be identified by their ambiguous 
backgrounds or sudden surge in fan support. Some 
musicians sought out to become the next industry 
plant may also have a sudden change in style or genre. 
The earliest known use of the term was in the hip-hop 
community and in music chatrooms in the early 2010s 
when discussing artists such as Lil Wayne and Chance 
the Rapper (although no information has been 
provided to back up these claims). 

Back in April of 2021 however, pop-punk alt girl group 
‘Tramp Stamps’ were on blast by the collective internet 
for their dubious claims of home-made, ‘true-to-punk’ 
alternative music. After releasing their single ‘Sex with 
Me’ it came to the attention of fans that Tramp Stamps 
were not entirely who they said they were. It turned 
out that the band had not met drunk in a bar one night 
but had been carefully curated to cultivate a certain 
image. 

The lead singer Marisa Maino had originally been a 
solo artist with a completely different glam-pop 
persona and drummer Paige Blue had been writing 
and producing popular music for years prior to the 
band’s formation. This sparked outrage in fans as 
they felt ‘Tramp Stamps’ had taken the spotlight 
from small artists who dedicated their time to 
making a name for themselves and the authenticity 
of the genre. 

Throughout music history, industry plants can be 
recognised as attempts by large labels to profit 
from artists but are they all that harmful? Although 
many people dislike them and what they stand for, 
the concerns are rendered legitimate as the label is 
thrown around constantly, possibly to the dismay 
of fans and or artists. In extreme cases it can even 
lead to a mistrust or taint on an artist’s name and 
could seriously stunt their careers. In most cases, 
the dislike of industry plants is focused towards the 
large corporations that rule most of the music 
industry today and signify the sad truth that is the 
struggle of small, original musicians. 

ALBUM RECOMENDATIONS
CATEGORY: genuine, all (or 
mostly all)female punk/alt groups that 
are not industry plants and are cool 
enough to be my first album 
recommendations. 

Le Tigre – Le Tigre 
Live Through This – Hole 



POLITICS
AFGHANISTAN ABANDONED: what happened and why?                                                           
By Oscar Whittle

With coalition forces still frantically aiding hundreds of
desperate, fleeing Afghans in Kabul airport, the end of
modern Afghanistan has finally occurred. With the
current deadline for the last troops to give up the
airport to the Taliban (who are already guarding the
airport doors) fast approaching, the West has to
evaluate how and why we have allowed this
unthinkable crisis to happen.

In order to understand the current disaster, it is
important to first gain an understanding of the history
of the Taliban. In 1973, Afghanistan was in the midst
of a political crisis. Later that year, following a near
bloodless coup (a seize of power), the Republic of
Afghanistan was founded, thus ending the crisis. Alas,
this was not the end for the political turmoil, as
leadership of the Republic was passed between
multiple leaders. It was never fully resolved, as in
1979, the USSR invaded in order to prevent the
leadership falling to a pro-US faction. Most Afghanis
were unhappy with the puppet government installed
by the USSR, and thus the Mujahideen was created to
fight against the Soviet forces installed in the country.

When the USSR collapsed in 1991, the Mujahideen
founded an interim government intended to be a
temporary measure, however, one faction of the
group refused to relinquish power and internal
fighting ensued. Ultimately, fed up with the political
infighting and corruption, the Afghan people turned
with desperation to the Taliban, who promised to
reinstall law and order, which they did. However, as
an extremist Muslim group, once in power the Taliban
set about ensuring that their hard-line version of
Sharia Law was observed across Afghanistan. This
prevented many oppressed groups, particularly
women, from being able to attain their most
fundamental rights- including the right to an
education or to wear what they wish.

Despite the evident deplorable human rights abuses,
the incident that brought about the end of the
Taliban’s rule was the September 11th Attacks in the
US. Al-Qaeda, the terrorist group that committed the
9/11 attacks, was operating out of Afghanistan. When
the Taliban refused to agree to a US ultimatum to
hand over all Al-Qaeda members following the
attacks, a coalition of Western forces invaded. Within
months, the Taliban was out of power and reduced to

a pitiful guerrilla force.

This might have been the relative end of the Taliban,
however, by 2016 20% of the country was back under
Taliban control and in 2018, talks were held between the
Central Afghan Government (supported by the US following
the Bonn Agreement), the Taliban and the Trump
Administration. In the resulting 2020 Doha agreement, the
US arranged to withdraw all forces by May 2021. However,
following security advice, in April 2021 President Biden
unilaterally decided to delay the withdrawal of troops until
the 11th of September. By May, the Taliban had
commenced upon an all-out offensive on many provincial
capitals in Afghanistan, and by mid-August, Kabul had
fallen.

The question that is occupying many people’s minds is how
we have allowed this to happen, and why. To address the
former, it is clear that withdrawal from Afghanistan has
been inevitable for some time. By 2014 all UK military
actions in Afghanistan were over and it was primarily the
US that was propping up the nation. Even if President Biden
hadn’t had been left with President Trump’s Doha
Agreement, it has been his policy to withdraw troops from
the ‘forever war’ since he gained office as Vice President in
2008. So that leaves you with the question as to why the
withdrawal has occurred in the way it has, if it has been
inevitable for so long? According to Biden, the blame sits in
a few places, including the Trump administration for leaving
him with such an unrealistic exit date, as well as the Afghan
army for folding so quickly upon the Taliban’s advance, and
to an extent he is not entirely wrong. The Afghan army has
been funded and trained by the US for over 20 years, and
stands at 30,000 strong. This is several times the size of the
Taliban’s forces, so why did Afghanistan collapse so
quickly? There must have been a lack of military
independence and will to fight amongst many of the troops,
or else it seems evident at least somewhat of a fight would
have been put up.

Whatever the causes of the current chaos are, as pundits
from ‘The Economist’ put it- ‘It is now up to the Taliban to
decide how much dishonour is to lie at Britain’s feet.’ Our
failure as a nation to get over our xenophobia and install a
proper resettlement scheme for fleeing Afghanis is as
embarrassing as the withdrawal itself. I think it is shown
that Boris Johnson’s bluster about ‘Global Britain’ has been
left exposed as the rhetoric it is, and the West is left
bruised and humiliated once again.



SPORTS
Ron’s Return

The big headline this week was Cristiano Ronaldo (pictured below) making his mark on his long-
awaited return to English topflight football. The Portuguese stud bagged two on his second debut 
including a peachy finish in front of the Stretford End as United toppled the Geordie’s 4-1. 

Misery for Mings

An absolute howler at the Bridge for Tyrone saw the Croatian maestro Kovacic slot a killer blow to 
both the game and Mings’ chance at an England start; what a shame. Big Rom also turned up with 
a brace of his own as the blues battered Villa 3-0.

Arsenal Dare to Dream 

The Gunners’ dream of survival is rebooted after a thrilling 1-0 win against world class opposition. 
Norwich. This Amazon Prime documentary is really heating up now. Star man Aubameyang with 
the goal (but not the hairline).

Results:

• Crystal Palace 3 – 0 Spurs

• Watford 0 – 2 Wolves

• Arsenal 1 – 0 Norwich

• Manchester United 4 – 1 Newcastle

• Leicester 0 – 1 Manchester City

• Brentford 0 – 1 Brighton

• Southampton 0 – 0 West Ham

• Chelsea 3 – 0 Aston Villa 

• Leeds 0 – 3 Liverpool

• Everton 3 – 1 Burnley

Raducanu Runs Riot

In other news Emma Raducanu (pictured above) becomes the first British female tennis player to 
win a grand slam. The teenage sensation dominated Leylah Annie Fernandez in straight sets to 
claim the US open in New York.

By Jonte Fraser and Ben Mallinson 



ENVIRONMENT

The World Is On Fire          By Lena Razas
Summer 2021 has been challenging for many countries. Several countries have reported the worst fires in 
decades, which have killed over 100 people and rendered thousands homeless. Wildfires are a natural 
part of environments as a way to clear out dead underbrush and restore nutrients, but scientists have 
warned that they are becoming too frequent and widespread.

In Greece, over 500 fires forced the evacuation of thousands of people as forests in Euboea, 
Peloponnesus, Attica and surrounding Athens were on fire. Greece experienced the worst heatwave since 
1987 with temperatures reaching 47.1 °C (116.8 °F) causing wildfires which have killed 2 people, injured 
more than 20 and burned dozens of homes. They started in the beginning of August and lasted for almost 
4 weeks. The largest wildfires are in Attica, Olympia, Messenia and the most destructive in Northern
Euboea where ferries have evacuated about 2000 people. 125,000 hectares of forest and arable land has 
been burnt with over 50,000 hectares burnt in northern Euboea alone. Unfortunately, the Greek 
government was unprepared, without enough firefighters, with the Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis
blaming  nature and climate change for the wildfires instead of  doing something to prevent this from 
happening. 

Whilst an aid package of 500 million euros has been approved to help some of the worst affected areas 
and the prime minister stating that those who had been affected would receive help to rebuild their 
homes, there are no plans to protect the environment. Additionally, Mitsotakis’ government has sped up 
projects that may have negative effects on the environment and local societies. For example, a year ago, 
during a visit to Corfu to inaugurate a large hotel project in the protected Erimitis habitat, the prime 
minister mentioned that it would be better to build on the protected area because eventually, it will burn. 
The forest at Erimitis went up in flames some months after these statements.

In Turkey, over 200 wildfires burnt 1,600 square kilometres of forest in its Mediterranean Region, making 
it the worst wildfire season for Turkey. The wildfires started on 28th of July and since then at least eight 
people have lost their lives.

Firefighters in Italy have dealt with 44,442 wildfires since the 15h of June compared with 26,158 last 
summer. They have battled over 500 blazes in Sicily and the Calabria region and at least two people have 
been killed.

This year’s wildfires have proven that we need to defend and protect the environment as we cannot rely 
on market forces and the governments to do it because they are not. The climate crisis is out of control, 
and we must consider our everyday actions to protect future generations from disaster.



FASHION

The Best Ways To Wear Your Summer Wardrobe During 
The Autumn Season                              By Georgia Lowery

As the summer period draws to a close, we are left with the difficult job of packing away our summer clothes 
ready for the autumn/wintertime to hit. However, there are many ways to delay that chore by turning your 
favourite summer pieces into early autumn looks, and here are my top three favourite ways to do this. 

1. Blazers. Pair your favourite summer dress or skirt with an oversized blazer and a pair of boots to transition 
from summer to autumn seamlessly.  Satin dresses have been very on trend this summer and this 
combination is perfect for creating a warmer look as the months start to get cooler. 

2. Layers. A long-serving trend that never goes out of style is definitely layering. Whether that’s a sleek long 
sleeved turtleneck top under a spaghetti-strap top or a cardigan over your favourite summer look, there are 
many ways to keep warm and keep wearing you summer staples long after the sunny season has ended. 

3. Oversized shirts. Finally, pairing an oversized shirt with basic pieces is a great way to create an early 
autumn outfit. Whether you choose a plain white shirt or a plaid one, you can match whatever your 
aesthetic is easily. 



Issue 01
September 2021


	Slide Number 1
	Welcome to the first issue of The Beacon Bugle!
	ENTERTAINMENT 
	POLITICS
	SPORTS
	ENVIRONMENT
	FASHION
	Slide Number 8

